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de gbſerve it with-my whole By Du, _* Pſa. cxviti. 34. e 
. __ Make metogo in the path of thy commandments, for. B do 1 by Ng 


5 44 delight. ver. 35. 65 „ 
Ay private man who: truly believes the ſcripture, and ſeriouſly „„ 
56 deavoum to know the will of God, and to do it, is as ſecure as the Budde - 7 5 e 
* church; more ſecure than your (the Roman). church, from the d . 
N exting in fundamentals, for it is Impoſſible that 3 . 
. int any error, which to him will prove damnable. Abiding in yout 
& churches communion is fo far from ſecuring me or any man from damnable 
4 error, that if J ſhould abide in it, I am certain I could not he fav; we. 
8 Ho ä in it I cannot, without proſeſſing to believe its entire 
rofeſs this I cannot, but I muſt lie perpetually and erulesrate my co 
lence... And though your errors were not in themſelves damnable, yet t 
8 25 reſiſt the known truth, and to continue in the profeſſion of known errors — | 
1 1 falſehodd, Is certainly a capital ſin, and of great 4 with the fin, which ß 
855 ; 0 ſhall never. de "+; oa Chillingworth, Page add, * Fadi 2 | 
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IE following little tract was printed at 


mitted from thence by the author, to ſome of -- 
-his. friends in London, Worceſter, &c. as a 


brief apology for his conduct in leaving the : 
church of Rome. It is written with a ſpirit 8 
of moderation and liberality which do him = 
honor; and upon that enen it has been 1 


| eagerly ſought after and read; not only by 
ſuch as were formerly acquainted with the 


writer, but, in general, by all, of every diff 

ent perſuaſion, who could procure a ſight of 
it. However, as but few copies of 1 it had been 
_ diſperſed i in-England, and, of thoſe few, eve. = 
as had been cautiouſiy ſuppreſſed, it ſoon be- "EN 
Fx. . A's . came 


2 Philadelphia, about three months ago, 5 
and a few copies of it were immediately tranſ- 


- * * 


be favourably received, and might tend to ad- 


« * 1 


ON 8 4 


"5 the cauſe of truth, And the editor has 


RY 9 % 


* 
1 On" 


no doubt but that the ſubject itſelf, as well as 


- -_ 2 — a 


dee 


ths moderation with which it is written, will 


was preſumed. that ; a re· publication of it would 
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Ciples ſettled, if a man relinquiſh the opinions of his 


5 — 


youth; if he break through the impreſſions} of carly 


education, and the habits of thinking with which he 
has been long familiar; if he abandon connexions, 
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A ripe, when paſſions ſhould be calm, and prin- 


which he has cheriſhed from his infancy, to throw him- 


ſelf among ſtrangers and begin the world anew; ſurcly 


a conſciouſneſs of duty, or ſome unworthy principle 


muſt be the ſpring of ſuch extraordinary conduct. In 4 


this caſe, a decent reſpect to his own character; to the 


braces, ſeems to ny aloud ach 12 9 motives: of 7: e 


r e, e . 5 


Iam well aware that the public in cow is but little Fr, 


at the fate of individuals. Their ſucceſs, 


al unculined, their ſtruggles, their diſtreſs are felt 


e by a few, whs fare in * ſofter _— take de- 


„ connexions, which he quits; and thoſe, which he em- 


. 


— 


- Þ — 2 * e 
YL — — — 5 — - | K 3 
Pe > * , 4 — R e FO AT we * _ 'D x pF 2 * "= — 
PPP IE — * — A ache 
- 1 : . — 2 1 * N 
, 4 1 5 1 : * Ls N * — 
* 1 2 ; : 
8 1 3 a . 
I: » y 4 4 * WE : n . 
— N , : p 1 8 Y 7 K 5 1 
2 : 1 * 0 . 3 — 
g : . 7 4 9 , j = 
233 0 1 . Ps \ 1 
7 » Ms p : £ 8 - : o __ — 
- k f 8 = 
* : 5 2 —— Rz 
; A 4 * - — 
e * . „ "a 
. rde 957 


r 


- 


* 2 * % * * 8 wo 4 
; > 21 4 HT” K . , - 4 N 
1 EM : 3 ; = W 4 _ , -\ N ‚ ; 1 g : 
, 8 ly 2 . "FFF 8 X : 8 * 7 5 e 3 8 ” Fee 
* 3 £2 J — by 5 : AR « 8 of > Se 4 1 1 
® . 5 F j 0 1 . 6. » * 
By P s 4 1 
; . : - | 1 4 As - 
* 1 * N 5 0 
l * — 5 7 Y bas 
7 2 * i. 
” : . « A 
* A - * = 
10 d P 0 he) 
” 1 : 
7 - y 
* 
* — 
A * 


dene m bein g antereſted 3 1 of OO To, 
” ſuch of thoſe exalted few of your ſociety,! or. of |; any 
hier Beſeription of men, who _— chance to * now 1 
me, I beg leave to addreſs myſelf... 

It is not my deſign to enter upon the wide feld a - 
controverſy, nor to combat the tenets which I have re- 
Jecded, by the ſhafts of. ridicule. or the Full power of ar- 
gument. Truth does not require, nor does generoſity | 
allow us to blackem a fyſtem: becauſe we abandon it, 
What appears conviction to me may ſeem folly to you. 

At would. therefore be equally abſurd and unjuſt to cen- 
ſure you for opinions, which you think ĩt your duty to 4- 
admit, as for you to blame me for rejecting ſuch, as 7: 


deem unſupportable and falſe. Wherefore my foie 7 in⸗ 
- tention is to ſend you an apology for my own conduct, 
not to throw the moſt diſtant reflection upon yours. 1 


mean to eountenance, as far as Lam able, the candour of 
thoſe, who may ſtill wiſh to eſteem me, or ſilence in 


; Jomè degree, the voice OE een and zeal e 


. 90 ITT „% af 441 
If nevertheleſs in 3 aki this: letter any argu- 


ments ſhould occur, that may tend to unhinge the ſecu- 


: ity of your minds, you will be candid enough to refer - 


it to the nature of the ſubject, Sh to e ee ben 
E _—_— and perplex you. hos 


Were your belief, indeed, rounded: ſolely - on the 


_ authority and credit of your teachers, on the prejudices | 


of education, on the dictates of fear, the allurements of 
intereſt; or the borrors of a conſcience perpetually har- 


raſſed with the idea of diſobedience and hereſy, you pro- 
bably might be ſtaggered: to ſee one of your miniſters, 
who, you had /me reaſon to imagine, made religion a. = £ 


Nudy, departing from a ſyſtem, which you are taught 


to e as . Babu your! faith proceed from 
2 . Sah ins conviction, Is 


1 0 
. 21 x, : "- 
* * 4 


- e 1 


| 3 and Ind f RY REY 15 it be the reſult 
of mature deliberation, and rational enquiry, you can 
have nothing to fear even from a deliberate attempt to 
| raiſe doubts in your minds. God fequires no more 
any man, than his, true and hearty, endeavours to be. 
ſaved; and their endeavours can riever be ineffectual, 
” whole reaſon and conſcienee tell them, they are in the 
Way to ſalvation. . If theſe faithful uides ſpeak. ſuch. a 
language to your, hearts, continue 1 to their faviog | 
leſſons; continue to be happy. But let no ſecurity 
5 whatever, no conviction of your excluſrue happineſs fo 
warp. your. underſtandings, or exulcerate your hearts, a8 
to make you Pronounce condemnation. upon thoſe, Who 
after conſuming. years in unbiaſſed enquiries, can diſ- 
cover no unerring authority delegated to man, nor ad- 
mit many doctrines, which that authority propoſes. For 
your ſakes, I deprecate ſuch unchriſtian uſage, as well as 
for my own. Vet I fear alas! that happy period is 
Hill at a diſtance when the charity, that behaveth not un- 


ſeemly, that thinketh no evil, ſhall com poſe the jarrings of = 


religious antipathy. The pride of opinion is too firmly 
rivetted upon the human mind to admit of any apology 
from thoſe, who oppoſe it. A deſertion from a fa- 
vourite ſyſtem bears too hard upon the abandoned cauſe 

to be eaſily forgiven : and the man, who is bold enough 
to adopt ſuch a meaſure, will ſoon find himſelf a profane 
object of abhorrence to the perſons, whom he moſt ef- 


teemed, or by whom he had been moſt tenderly beloved. | | 


For it is a lamentable truth, that on every occaſion 
ſimilar to the preſent, unjuſt ſuſpicions and illiberat 

__ cenſure are indulged without remorſe. They find 

their way into minds, which, in other reſpects, are ac 
cuſtomed eee very . of. e „ 
„ * "SHI An Gp 5 moſt 


4 Z's * 
* 


dvat ar i in the Kabits of cient 1 
forbearance too often miſtake the workings of animoſity = 
for ſentiments of pity towards an unfortunate brother. 


Men of fenfe and education too often make a merit of 


; facrificing their temper and underftariding to the blind 
drdour of their zeal. The molt eloquent and powerfuF 
champion of the Englim Roman catholics; the pro⸗ 


„ feſſed advocate for unlimited toleration could not fo far 
abandon his original prejudices, as to "think favourably" 
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. of any one, who leaves the communion he belongs to?. 

__ What grounds have I therefore to expect any parti, 

. induh zence, any unuſual exertions of charity and car 

5 dour Y No, my fellow chriſtians, Jam not bold enough 

to flatter myſelf, that fach will be my lot. If, however, 

bs contrary. to my expectations, any among you ſhould be 
found generous enough to anſwer the voice of abloquy, 

and aſſert my ſincerity, to ſuch I ſhalt ever be happy to 

maße my gratitude knowh. Under many Uſtecffull | 

5 feclings, it will be a comfort to reſtect, that my ſlender 

- - endeavours have operated inthe minds of ſome among; 

you a revolution ſo congenial LY the mild ſpirit if ne 


| g EE were © you acqualhted with the pain 5 
gles, which this public declaration of my ſehriinents Tiny 
- cauſed me, your pity, on. this occafion,-would be un- 
mixed with reſeatihent.. To would fee the cruet- im 
propriety. of being angry Vith a man, who Has enden? 
roured to diſcover the tryth of odr doctrines, and 
| to believe them. 


Who call heaven to witneſs, at he bas weighed every! | 


3 State the im cithatics; the Mr. Bering 
— 2 5 5 of this etc by he Rev. Mr ing, 


who-may abatidon eee er N 
— d the | EPL 
| n 
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2h 5 9 i | 
3 for and 3 your mode of reli gion with 


the ſame impartiality, as if the world contained no being 


but God and hiqmſelf. 
I pretend not to any - uncommon powers po alas 


7 ing, or quickneſs of apprehenſion I feel myſelf ſ ubject 


to prejudice and miſtake I am too well acquainted with 


the inſtability. of my own heart to boaſt of any exemp- 
tion from the uſual: frailties of man. But among the 


weakneſles to which I plead guilty, none, I: truſt, ever 


argued indifference to religion, contempt for morality, 
forgetfulneſs of honour, or any propenſion to that loweſt 


ſtage of depravity, which wakes men act habitually the 


parts of hypocrites. 
Ihere was a time, when, lle you, I gloried in my 


8 religion; 1 daily thanked God, that I was not, like other 
men, heretics, ſebiſmatics, and infidels ; ] ſubſcribed with 


unfeigned ſincerity to that article of your belief; That 


the Roman church is the mother and miſtreſs of all 
churches, and that out of her communion no ſalvation 
c can be obtained x. 1 was perſuaded, that the argu- 


| ments of her adverſaries were lighter than chaff; though, 
at the ſame time, I ſhould have deemed it an impiety to 
weigh them in the ſcales of impartiality and candour, 


- Common ſenſe informed me, that inquiry implied a 
doubt, whilſt the voice of the church was loud in pro- 
_ claiming, that to doubt of any doctrinal point was to be 


no longer a Roman catholic, Under ſuch a dilemma the | 
. inquiſitive faculties of the mind muſt remain in a ſtate of 
torpid acquieſcence, or be exerted only after a previous by 


and definitive judgment has been paſſed upon the truth, 
or falſity of the doctrines in Shbate. I was, therefore, 


. convinced, that no conf ſtent Roman catholic cam . 
See the famous creed of Pope PiusTV. The proent ſtandard of ortho.” - => 


amy inthe Kava cur 5s 


7 


* 8 * — l of 


| Wu = 5 g 5 . + 8 18 — . 2 * 5 „ pl 1 3 er 2 1 5 *% — 2 or tHe 2 4 » | 
bee a candid inquirer in matters of religion. He cannot 

| let out with that indifference to the truth or falſity of a 
| 245, ty a 8 : | | 


tenet, which forms the leading feature of rational inveſti- 
= - . | gation; and yet, at the ſame time, it was painful to con- 
ddlude, chat an honeſt ſearch into the truths and nature of 
religion could be any ways offenſive to its merciful au- 
thor. I could never perceive why in rehgious inqui- 
Ve ies our reaſon ſhould be particularly reſtrained; as 
—  ** the ſubject is of ſingular importance, it ſeemed that 
= << even greater latitude ſhould be allowed us*,” To 
prove all things, and hold faſt that which is good,” 


| 
1 PR * 8 5 . q : a 2 8 8 
181 was the important advice of an inſpired apoſtle f. I re- 
ny  - garde it as an eſſential duty of a miniſter of religion, 
deo be ready always to give an anſwer to every man that 


+ *© aſketh you. a reaſon of the hope that is in you, with 
„ meekneſs and fear f.“ In a word, the poſitive in- 
junclion of the beloved diſciple of Jeſus, not to be- 

«+ lieve- every ſpirit, but try the ſpirits, whether they be 
of God F,” was a ſufficient voucher for the lawfulneſs 


* 


and expediency of enquiry ]. 


| State and behaviour of the Roman catholics, page 139. 
T JJ 7 7 T3-Jelniv to 8 
IJ Not to mention many other ancient fathers, hOG adviſe us to have recourſe 
to the ſcriptures in all our doubts about religion, I will only lay before the 
reader two remarkable paſſages of St. Chryſoſtom. This eloquent doctor ſhall 
- ſpeak for all the reſt. When you ſhall ſee an impious hereſy, which is the 
IE a army of antichriſt, ſtanding in the holy places of the church; then let thoſe, 
oho are in Judea, betake themſelves to the mountains: that is, let thoſe, 
bo are in Chriſtendom, betake themſelves to the ſcriptures, For Chriſs _ 
1 : s tendom is the true Judea, the mountains are the writings of the prophets 
t and apoſtles. But wherefore ought a// chriſtians, at this time, to have-re- 
s courle to the ſcriptures ? Bet auſe at this time, fince hereſy has infected the 
-  *..churches, the divine ſcriptures . auly can afford a proof of genuine chriſtia- 
e nity, and a refuge to thoſe, who are defirous of arriving at the truth of 
A faith. Formerly it could be evinced by various means, which was the true 
church of Chriſt, which the church of the Gentiles : but atpreſent there is 
«© xo other method left to thoſe, who are willing to diſcover the true church 
of Chriſt, but by the ſcriptures ny. And why ? Betauſe hereſy has all 
e outward obſervances in common with her. If a man, therefore, be deſirous 
Hof knowing the true church of Chriſt, how will he be able to do it, amidſt 
s ſo great a refemblance, but by the /criprures ny © Wherefore our Lord 
Ag - ., ** ſorcſeeing, chat ſuch a great con on of things would take place in the lat- 


$ 


F 
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1 
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1 


My connexions, moreover, with many valuable pro- 


teſtants, with whom T lived in habits of intimacy and 
friendſhip, ſerved not a little to enlarge my ideas, and 
wean my mind from the narrowneſs of a ſyſtem.. In 
proportion as I became acquainted with their perſons, I 
"ceaſed to view their principles through the medium of 


prejudice. If pure and undefiled religion with G 
and the Father?” be this, © to viſit widows and or- 
4+ phans in their tribulation, and to keep. oneſelf. un- 


& ſtained from this world *, I think I know, ſeveral, 
who have a good claim to this religion 

It ſoon became painful to regard ſuch fellow-chriſ- 
tians, ſome of whom are very near my heart, as ſtraying 
widely from the only road to happineſs, by refuſing to 


| ſubmit. to a church, out of the pale of which no ſalva- 


tion can be had. I diſmiſſed the cruel idea with con- 


tempt and indignation. But with it a leading principle. 
of my former belief was abandoned. I know that ſome 
of your late ingenious apologiſts in England, where- a 


writer muſt, affect to be liberal, if he mean to be read, 


«ter days, orders the chriſtians, who are in Chriſtendom, and defirous of ar- 
« riving at the firmneſs of faith, to have recourſe to nothing but the ſcriptures ; 


4 for if they ſhould look up to any thing elſe, they will be ſcandalized and 
<4 will arith 
C. 24. hom. 49. Here I cannot help. aſking, whether ſuch would now be the 


as not underſtanding which is the true church.“ In Matt. 


advice of a Roman Catholic Doctor to a perſon labouring under ſimilar doubts? 
Would not ſuch à perſon be rather diſcouraged from conſulting the ſcriptures, 
and referred to the deciſions of popes and councils? Again, in 2 ad Corintb. 


| bom. 13. Let us not attend to the opinions of the many; but let us in- 


24 quire into the things themſelves. For it is abſurd, while we will not truſt 
other people in pecuniary matters, but chuſe to count and calculate our mo- 
« ney ourſelves, that in affairs of much greater conſequence, we ſhould impli- 
« citly follow the opinions of others; eſpecially, as we are poſſeſſed of the 


 < molt exact and perfect rule and meaſure, by which we may regulate our 
. « ſeveral inquiries, I mean the regulations of the divine laws. _ Wherefore 1 


&« could with, that a// of ' you would neglect what this, or that man aſſerts for 


truth, and that you would inveſtigate a//- theſe things in the ſcriptures.?? 
How one of the moſt enlightened doctors of antiquity could write this pailage, 


and yet regard the doctrine of private judgment as heretical, is a paradox, 
which all the fineſpun ſubtleties of modem ſchoolmen would find it difficult 


to unravel. 5 
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TY hikes kiwared band to palliate the ſeverity of this uno 5 
paular tenet. Others have rejected it, as no article of 
. their creed. But neither the ſophiſtry of the former, 

nor the inconſiſtency of the latter can do away a doc- 
trrine ſo expreſsly delivered in every public catechiſm, and 
profeſfon of faith. Neither tranſubſlantiation, nor the 
infullibility of the Roman church, are tau ght more ex- 
plicitly as articles of faith, than the impoſſibility of being 
ſaved out of the communion of this church. That Roman 3 
vatholics profeſs ſome tenets ſupernumerary, and inimi- 


© S645 


cal to chriſtian faith, may be the opinion of a proteſtant : 4 
but that proteſtants of ſenfe and education are in a ftate 


of damnation, mußt be the religiaus belief of a confiflent ? 
| Roman catholic. Look into any one of your own writ- 
ers upon controverſy, and you will find this argument 
repeatedly made uſe of ; © Proteſtants allow falvation 
to Roman catholics; but Roman catholics do not allow 


falvation to proteſtants: therefore the * catholic 


# 


into the only road to heaven, and ſaving their ſouls, in- 


2 religion is the ſafeſt of the wo; 5 i.” 
In the hiftory of the follies 72 depravity of man, 
there does not occur a ſtronger inſtance of both, than 
0 that ſuch an article ſhould be interwoven into the tex- ; 
ture of his belief, Nor can the effrontery of falſe reaſon- 
ing offer a greater inſult to common ſenſe, than to plead 
ide uncharitableneſs of a tenet as an argument for its 
5 truth. But when we conſider further, that this barba- 
83 rous tenet laid the firſt foundations for-the cruel hereſy of 
. perſecutors *, who under pretext of compelling men 


5 - flited on them torments, which humanity ſhudders to 


If any doArine can be contrary to the religion-of Jeſus | Chriſt, and conſe- 


quently Serkilcal, it muſt be that, which teaches the juſtice of perſecution fo 


. conſcience ſake. If it be faid, that this doctrine has been taught and prac- 
tiſed by ang Roman ct my anſwer is, that among Proteftant A as well as 


8 onan cathglics 88 Way ariſe, 


$35 43 
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Ar 


1 2 i A 7 w/e th 155 96. relate, 8 
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: tial branches of the religion of Jeſus. / Among you, few: ! / 


ws 


kaltes chat, polwitafianbig the enormities occafiotied 
by this tenet, it was promulged under horrid anathemas 
by the pretended vicar of the meek and humble Jeſus, 
was adopted by chriſtian. princes, and biſhops, enforceÞ 
by cannonized ſaints with all the horrors of the inquiſi· 


tion &, juſtified by law, and ſanctified in pulpits; the 


mind is bewildered in the contemplati this myſtery 
off iniquity. * The wild enthuſiaſi 
ſuch a doctrine, and the ſtupid cred 


© equally a matter of indignation, and aftoniſhment. 


Lou will pardon the warmth with which T fpeak upon 


this miſchevious tenet: its baneful influence upon the 


deareſt intereſts of ſociety, and the happineſs of indivi: 


duals calls for eee to i e 
"ou falſehood. 


Nor will the ieee of this piture, hidevus as ; they a 


are, reflect any odium upon you in the eyes of your fel- 
low ſubjects. From my own obſervation, I am happy 


to aſſure them, that the Roman church in this, as well 1 
as in many other particulars, is daily undergoing a ſilent 


reformation. The dark monſters of perſecution and 
bigotry are retreating gradually before the light of ge- 
nuine religion and philoſophy. Mankind begins to 


bluſh, that near fifteen centuries have been neceſſary to 


convince them, that humanity and toleration are eſſen- 


are apprized of the miſchicfs with which the tenet I 


: am ſpeaking of is pregnant. The more enlightened re- 


ject, or explain it away. Even the moſt orthodox give 


it ſo faint an aſſent, that except among a few of unuſual 
ignorance and bigotry, its e N _y A vo | 


_ me harmony of 2 5 5 
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The abſurdity and uncharitableneſs of © believing \ with 
_ the afſent of faith, that the members of no chriſtian 
| church, but our own can be ſaved, is, therefore, to me 
quite palpable and evident. Vet no ſooner do reaſon + 
and religion ſap. the foundations of this maſter-error, 
than the fabric raiſed upon it muſt totter and fall. Eyen 
the boaſted infallibility of a living authority is no more, 
When ſalvation is allowed to chriſtians, who reje& ſuch _ 
a privilege. © For, whoever admits this authority, as an 
undoubted article of chriſtian religion, mu/# neceſlarily _ 
 Pronounce condemnation upon thoſe who welfully reject 
it. To refuſe paſſing ſuch a ſentence, amounts to a tacit 
| renunciation of the authority itfelf. But in this, as in 
many other inſtances, it is happy for mankind, that con- 
ſiſtency of opinion is not always to be found. The un- 
_ corrupted feelings of the human heart will frequently 
ſet conſequences at defiance, while their pernicious 
principles are deemed ſacred, and irrefragable. This 
muſt always be the caſe with the humane, and virtuous, 
who ground their belief upon authority alone; who 
ſeldom enquire into the relations, which the ſeveral 
branches of a ſyſtem bear to each other; or who, though _ 
qualified by nature and education, eſteem it an impiety yr, 
to think for themſelves, or to barbour the leaſt ſuſpi- : 
cion concerning notions, which they have been caught 
from their infancy to regard as infallible. 108 
For my own part, no ſooner had I relinquiſhed this 
unwarrantable tenet, than doubts began to ariſe concern- 
ns Jn ing ſome others, with which it is ſo - nearly connected, 
I experienced very ſingular ſatisfaction in regarding my 
proteſtant brethren as fellow travellers in the ſame road 
to happineſs, as entitled to the ſame grace and benefits 
of redemption with myſelf. In proportion as the dead 
4 welt of authority was removed, the mind recovered. | 
| its 


I 


TY 


its natural 1 and energy, and indulged itfelf in the 
. warm feelings of expanded benevolence, which had 
hitherto been chilled by early infuſions of bigotry. To 
trace each religious truth to its genuine ſources of rea- 

ſon and revelation, 1 conſidered as the moſt noble, and 
important employment, chat can W Roy the 
| faculties of man. 

Scarcely, however, had I entered upon this ate 
taſk, when I felt the whole force of Solomon's obſerva- 
tion; that he, who encreaſeth wiſdom, encreaſeth 
66 ſorrow.” Il foreſaw the difficulties to which this un- 

dertaking would expoſe me. I knew, that to ſeek reli- 

_gious information in the writings of proteſtants, was to 

"incur the ſevereſt cenſures of the church I belonged to *. 

I was perſuaded, that from ſuch an enquiry doubts 
would naturally ariſe, that might deſtroy the texture of 
my former belief : and that I was bringing upon myſelf 
a ſeries of long and painful conflicts between ancient 
| habits of thinking, and future conviction. As I was 
determined to acquieſce ultimately in the authority of 
revelation, the light of reaſon, and the dictates of con- 
ſcience, J anticipated in my mind the various difagree- 
able, and diſtreſsful ſenſations, which a dereliction of 
former principles would unavoidably occaſion. The 
| loſs of reputation with a reſpectable ſet of people, who 
from calling me friend, would ſtile me an aps/tate, the 
imputation of inconſtancy; the ſuſpicions attending the 
very name of convert, which witk ſome of all parties is 

become a term of reproach; the mortification, aflliction, | 


# Whoever re ads any : books written by heretics (or proteſtants) contain- 
ing hereſy, or treating about religion, without permiſſion of the holy ſee, 
by virtue of the Bulla Cænæ, incurs excommunication ipſo facto. Who- 
ever retai Sy prints, or defends them is ſubject to the ſame diſmal penalty. 
See Arſdekins theolog y, reſolutiones practicæ ad e edit. Ant —_ pag. 
147. And every. 2 8 92 Famer divine. | | | 


| Ia 


' 
| 


8 


car. 


and Perhaps averſion of kind, and tender relations, who 
uſed to regard me as doing ſome credit to my connexions; 
pity from the benevolent, and abuſe from the zealous, 


were the certain conſequences of a change i in my prin- 
5 eiples. Te a mind not callous to the importance of a 


good name, to the endearments of friendſhip, to the 


affections of conſanguinity, and diſclaiming any preten- 


. Hons to the apathy of a Koic; ſuch bitter refleftions 
Could by no means be indifferent. A dreary. proſpe& | 


opening at the ſame time from a different quarter, 


ſerved not a little to enbance the gloomy proſpect before 
me. Held back from my native country and property 
by a long, diſtreſsful and iniquitous war *, deſtitute of 
connexions, to which I might look up for affiſtance, 
and with a conftitution, that promiſed but a flender 
ſhare of health, I could not edaſohab] y hope for oy. 


* Theſe ſentiments 5 8 to . 5 le was little probability of the = 
author being able to return quickly to his native country in North America, 


Where his whole property lies. He was ſent to Europe when very young, and 
after paſting through ſome years of very rigid diſcipline in a foreign academy, 


ſecluded from ſociety, and debarred from every ſpecies of information, that 
could make him acquainted with himſelf, or the world, he was induced to take 
orders among a body of men, equally diſtinguiſhed by their eminence and their 
fall. Whatever aſperſions, they may lie under of ambition, or avarice, the firſt 
raiſed very few of them to any dignities in the church, nor was the ſecond di- 
rected in procuring the delicacies, that pamper the holy indolence of many 
ther conventuals. The ſcanty revenues of their eſtabliſhments have been diſ- 
© coyered; the fantom of their imaginary treaſures is no more, and their bit- 
tereit enemies havenever/impeached-the purity of their morals. Cut off by 
tde power; in defence of which they were ever prodigal of their labours, and 
- their blood, they fell pitied by mary, who abhorred the object of their zeal; 
and muſt be confidered by a//,/as an additional monument of the ingratitude 
and tyranny of Rome. Und er the eye of the eee father of the faithful, 
ey were oppreſſed b l and ftript of t 

lowed to appeal to the — of the public, or the laws of their country. The 
Bull that pronounced the ſuppreſſion of their order, forbids es, or their 
Friends, under ain of excommunication, to utter, or write a ſyllable in their 
Leſence. is thetterder/mercy, and juſtice of a church, e {tiles her- 
Felt the-holymother, and miſtreſs ot all others. The humane reader will excuſe 
«this lender tribute of gratitude, Which the author pays to the memory of an 
auntormnate fociety, in Which he received the firſt leſſons of virtue and prin- 


De e religion. - Tue bre be truſts, he ſhall never forget; although 


rice r obliges him to abandon ſome of the latter. | 
„ | . | 5 ſituatiog | 


eir poſſeſſions without being al- 


: 1 
. 77 3 4 


Kasten in life equally eligible with that, which I might 
determine to- relinquiſh. A decent appointment, a 
comfortable houſe in a beautiful and elegant city, and a 
plentiful table, with a virtuous diſintereſted colleague, 
were advantages, which I could hardly meet with 
elſewhere. Neither ambition, avarice, or pleaſure, 
could have any charms for me. The humble walk of a 
Roman catholic miſſionary, and the indigent obſcurity | 
uſually attending his vocation in Eng 5 
me early in life to contract my expectations v 
narrow limits. No opening either to digniti 
ence could make any change, at this time, on the temper 
of my mind. Nor could I be influenced in any degree 
by the allurements of pleaſure, However I might de- 
part from the principles of my bellef, the code of my 
morality was to remain always the ſame. No inquiry 
can alter the eternal laws of virtue; no ſophiſtry can 
Juſtify the cravings of vice. If any ſhould ſay (and I 
expect it will be faid) that I was tired of the law which 
obliged me to live ſingle, and was willing to unite my- 
ſelf to a more indulgent community, I can only refer 
fuch declaimers to the littleneſs of their own minds, 
where, perhaps, they will diſcover the ungenerous ſource 

of ſo illiberal a reflection. I make, no ſcruple, indeed, 
here publicly to acknowledge, that for ſome time back, 
J have confidered the law of celibacy as a cruel uſurpa- 
tion of the analienable rights of nature, as unwarrantable 

in its principle, inadequate to its object, and dreadful in 
its conſequences. The vajious' miſchiefs arifing from 
it muſt be obvious to every man, who will allow himſelf 

to reflect diſpaſſionately upon this very abſurd, and 
tyracinical inſtitution v. Had this, however, been the 


3 The curious render will find this fubje@ treated: with much i jality 
on erudition in an Ef/ay on the law of Celibacy, Me n at Worceſtet 
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3 Puri nabe nkindion of your ub; Think T- 


kan declare before the God, who is to judge me, that as 


I ſhould have found it my intereſt, ſo ſhould have 
thought it my duty not to abandon her communion, 


No action of my life ever authorized you to ſuſpect, that 
any gratification Whatever could induce me to part deli- 
berately zvith my peace of mind, my | honour, and my 


ednſcience. How: circumſtances may determine me to 

a in this particular, is very uncertain at preſent. This 

however is evident, that when a perſon withdraws him- 

ſelf publicly from any ſociety, the n of that e 
Tp ceaſe: to be binding 


Withheld by the difficulties which 1 150 eee 


on the one hand, urged on by the irreſiſtible force of 
truth on the other, I remained for ſome; time in a ſtate 
of wretched, though I conſide, not guilty ſuſpence. To 


ſit down ne with the faith of the poor collier, ſa 


'bighly appreciated by Roman catholic. aſcetics, and by 


Bellarmin himſelf “; who, when queſtioned about his 
creed, anſwered, that he believed what the church 
<;þbelieveds: and that the church believed what he bes 
«© lied,” appeared ſuch an inſult upon reaſon, that. * 
could by no means digeſt it. If a man's belief be not 


rational; if he ſubmit to human authority without 
IE weighing or underſtanding the doctrines which it incul- 
__ cates this belief is not Faith. Tt-is! credulity; it is weak- 


neſs. With equal merit might he be a Jew, a muſſul- 


45 man, or an idolater, as each of theſe grounds his prin- 
_ .. eiples upon authority, Whoſe decrees ſe ROWS: Lebe 


peg] he neglects ta examine them. 5 
- Convinced, at length, that in my 50 We Aon 


PD 


'* DEaft6 bene moriendi; wi 85 cap. 9. 
1 "They, whom neither education, nor abilities n mes 1 1 10 enter 


| upon ſuch ag muſt rely principally on the W of cheir 82 821 
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doubting of: former notions, led; that coli * ne- 


geative aſſent was inſincere and nugatory, and confident 
that the grace of God would accompany an attentive and 


upright purſuit after truth, I determined reſolutely to 
difcard all inferior conſiderations, and to be influenced 
ſolely by the reſult of my reſearches. 


With this view, I had immediate 8 to ah 
fountains. of information, which the bounty of provi- 
| dence. has laid open to man. HI read, I ſtudied, I pon- 


dered the old and new teſtament with unremitting at- 
tention. In the latter it was eaſy to diſcover the great 


fundamental, and neceſſary doctrines of the chriſtian diſ- 


penſation. In both there appeared a perfect code of 
morality calculated to render us virtuous and happy. 


But I could find in neither the eee, doctrines | 


of the Roman church. 
After the volumes that have Shs ien by ene 


ak divines to ſhew the ſlender claim of theſe doctrines 


to ſo ſacred. an origin, it would be uſeleſs to dwell any' 
longer upon the Abject. It is, beſides, a matter of ſo 


extenſive a nature, that it would carry me infinitely be- 


yond the limits of this ſhort addreſs. It would plunge 


me headlong into the ocean of controverſy, which, as I 


| Turban non intelligendi vivacitas, fed credenda fimplicitas tutiſſimam facit.'” 
S. Aug. contra epiſ. Tund. I beg leave to tranſeribe in this place the rule, 
| Which the preſent learned and pious biſhop of Cheſter lays down for the lower 
ſort of people. Let each man, ſays he, improve his own judgment, and in- 


« creaſe his own knowledge as much as he can: and he fully affured, that 


« God will expect no more. In matters for, which he muſt rely on authorit 
5 let him truſt thoſe, as by encouraging free enquiry, appear to No: bg 

« rather. than ſuch, as by requiring all their doctrines to be implicitly obeyed, 
«ſeem conſcious, that they will not bear to be freely tried. But never let 
« him prefer any authority to that, which is the higheſt authority, the written' 
« word 85 God. This, therefore, let us all carefully ſtudy, and not doubt, 


« but that whatever things in it are neceſſary to be believed, are eaſy to be © 


© underſtood, This let us rely on, and truſt to its truth, when it declares: 


« itſelf © able to make us wiſe unto ſalvation, perfectly and thoroughly fur- 


„ niſhed unto all good works. 2 Tim. xiii. 17. Br 0 confutation' of the 
Tab oe Yf the church 30 Rome. 1782. 
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tes sg is my Wiſh to avoid. Moreover, i it muſt 
be obvieus to every man, who is but moderately ac- 


gquainted with Roman catholic polemics, that proteſtant | 


Writers have thrown away much erudition, and inge- 
nuity in refuting pretenſions, which were never claimed 
by their moſt learned opponents - ſay the moſt cele- 
pbrated controvertiſts of the Roman church acknowledge, 
that ſome of her eſſential tenets are not to be found at all 
in the ſeriptutes, or are delivered in them with great 
_ -obſcurity. This, perhaps, is a ons which you never 
ſuſpected; I beg leave, therefore, to nſtance it —_ 


in a few particulars. | | | 
„ 33-24 ranſubRaniiation, or ie the 6 * as 


_ # ſubſtance of bread into the body, and of the whole 
e ſubſtance of wine into the blood of Jeſus Chriſt,” is 

an eſſential article of the Roman catholic religion. "tp 
is this article clearly and evidently delivered in any + pa | 
_ fage of the bible? Hear what your own moſt eminent 
. doctors: have written ppon the ſubject; Scotus ſays, 5 

that there is no text of the ſeripture fo explicit, as evi- 
++ dently to claim our aſſent to tranſubſtantiation, with- 
out the deciſion of the church ; and this is not at all 


3 improbable: ; for although ſcripture may appear to us 
es ſo evident, as to command the belief of a diſpaſſionate 
Eh * man, yet it may be reaſonably doubted whether it be 


« % im reality, fince men of the greateſt , learning and 
$+ penetration, among. whom Scotus is eminently con- 


| 0 e ſpicuous, have thought otherwiſe *.” The elegant 


and learned Melchior Canus, biſhop of the Canaries, 
-- mentioning * ſeveral particulars - belonging to faith, 
* which, are not expreſsly delivered in the ſcriptures,” 
inſtances e n 791 the 12 of e Ng 00, 


- 4 ) 


: 4 n and oed of Chin e Als 
phonſus de Caftro, an orthodox and mighty name in 
ſcholaſtic theology, has theſe remarkable words; In- 
„ dulgencies are not to be deſpiſed, becauſe the uſe of 
s, them was lately introduced into the ehurch. Many 
1 things are known to the moderns, of which ancient 
( :uriters were totally ignorant. For in old authors, 
e there is ſeldom any mention made of the tranſubſtan 
tiation of the bread into the body of Chriſt f“ 


Since the deciſion of the council of Trent, it is be- 7 


Vi Tome an article of your faith; « that a prieſt has power 
© to forgive ſins.” But Peter Lombard the famous 


maſter of the ſentences, the Newton, the Ariſtotle of -ſcho- S 
laſtic divines, was ſo far from diſcovering this preroga- 


enen that he rejects it at large, and is 


men of his time . Their doctrine is thus compendiouſly 
delivered by Cardinal Hugo, who lived at that period: 
„The prieſt cannot bind, or looſen the {inner tuith or 


from the bond of the fault, or the puniſhment; but 


: only declare him to be bound, or looſened; as the 


„ Levitical prieſt did not infect, or cleanſe en m 
bdonly declared him infected or clean p60 


Vou will not, I preſume, queſtion the authority of | 


d in his opinion by almoſt all the ancient ſchool- 5 


Fiſher, the famous biſhop of Rocheſter, who ſealed with 


his blood the doctrines he profeſſed. Hear how faintly 
he diſcovers the revelation of purgatory in the ſcriptures. 
As it is neceſſary, ſays he, that the doQrine of 'pur- 
gatory ſhould be known by all, we muſt | preſume, that 
it can be proved by ſcripture.” Hence it follows, | 
loc. commun. lib. 3. fund. 2. + Vocab. Toda. 43h 
1 + Lib. 4. ſentent. diſt. 8. e. f. A In Matth. 16. 


. 


e 


* to. U ie ral the terſet be 
ſound in the./bibles it is not neceſſary; that it ſhould be 
nlovyn to all, men. But ſuppoſing it to be an eſſential 
Point of the chriſtian religion, from what paſſage of the 
ſeripture can it poſſibly be proved : The books of 
Maccabees were not acknowledged ſor canonical ſcrip- 
tures by St. Hierom, Ruſinus, Epiphanius, Athanaſius, 
GBregory, and many other ancient and eminent fathers, 
And the texts uſually, alledged from other parts of the 
bible , have been all rejected ſo expreſsly by ſeveral of 
Pour on doctors, that an impartial man may ſafely, re- 
gard them a8 very doubtful ſources of this extraordinary 
tenet. That the Greek church could never + diſcover 
che proofs for purgatory in the ſcriptures, and that even 
dbaee churches of the Welt have lately became acquainted 
with theſe cleanſing flames; is the decided opinion of the 
= :-- relate. above mentioned. * Let any man, ſays he, read 
t the comments of the ancient Grecks, and in my opi- 
„ nion, he will find no mention of purgatory, or very 
e narely, neither was the truth of this matter known to all 
the Latins at once, but only by degrees, pedetentim f.“ 
, mm unt _ 5 
=: 6 LEE the Greeks f. | 


ay of inſtances; I could ſhew you, that ſome: of your 
moſt celebrated divines have acknowledged, that neither 
the ſubremacy of the Roman church, nor the invocation of 
pſy nor. the worſhip: of: images, nor the preciſe number 
of ſeven; ſacraments, with ſeveral other important articles 
of your communion, can be proved from the ſcriptures. 
Matt. v. 8 hoes » 44. i. . I Cor. ili. Ee 1 | Gor - | 


52 xv 1. Pet. iii. 1 
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Was it therefore- Uebe to aſſert, chat 7 md - 
never diſcover them there; ſince they, eſcaped the notice 
_ of ſuch acute, and intereſted inquirers,.! it ly cant ets 
It becomes, then, neceſſary to ee chat theſe 
5 eee doctrines derive their whole claim to your 
aſſent from the infallible authority of the church you be- 
long to. Or, in the words of your catechiſm, Lou 
muſt believe theſe things, becauſe God has revealed 
* them to his infallible church.“ But where is this re; 
voelation to be met with? Not in the ſeriptures: as you 
have already ſeen. God, therefore, has revealed theſe 
points by | unwritien traditions. But how can I know 
that ſuch traditions are from God? If you anſwer. an. -* 
that the infallible authority of. the church has pro: . 
nounced them to be; fo, then, the whole matter reſis 
ultimately upan chis infallible; authority. This being 
once admitted, all controverſy muſt ceaſe.; but if, it be 
rejected, then muſt the anly; als aß n fech be Tooked 
for in the bible 1 „ 7918215 
I am not aſhamed to 3 e 18 this line | 
infallibillyy, whigh-prevented-me-ſo long ſrom ez 
the tenets of the Roman church.-Sheltered under the = 
| of ſo gorgeous à prerogative, impreſſed upon the yielding, 
mind of youth by men of ſenſe and virtue; backed, n more: 
over, by the ſplendor of ſuppoſed miracles, and the horrors | 
of anathemas, opinions the moſt abſurd ar and contradictary 
muſt frequently daa zle and overawe. the underſtandings 7 
Amidſt the faſcinating glare of ſo;mighty a ;privilege,. the ' 
eye of reaſon becomes dim and inactive nothing can 
diſpel the darkening film, but the more ſteady and 
powerful irradiations of truth; theſe, however; are ſo 
often blunted by the miſts of i ignorance, the enchantment. 
of prejudice, by indolence,. orithe fear-of diſturbing : an- 


Lien 8 » that el ach 86d 5 Wee * into the 


. minds 


HE 


9 On ") 

- it "lms of a few, 8 bold enough to embrace the 

____ hardihood of wiſdow, and 12 8 605 all e thar 
claſhes with reaſon *. 

' Infallible church my anſwer is, that reaſon tells me 

alſo, that fuch ſubmiſſion is weakneſs, unleſs this infalli- 


tenſion, and i if 1 do not admit them with every faculty _ 
of my foul, you have my leave to brand me with the 
=: _ pride of Lucifer, Should you urge, that reafon muſt tell 
= 2 n every unprejudiced man, that ſome texts in holy writ go 
to prove the infallibilty of the Roman catholic church, | 


perience tell me much more forcibly, that ſeveral articles 
are ineredible and groundleſs, which reſts ſolely on that 


with greater evidence, that the Almighty requires not 
Hur belief of a doctrine, which ſtands in direct contra- 
diction to the only means he has allowed us of arriving at 


4 * | _ dinary capacity, that two bodies cannot be in the ſame 
| place at once; that the ſame body cannot be in a million 


” - _ not exiſt without a body, that is white; nor weight 
without a body, that is heavy; nor liquifattion without 
| 5 rn 
= hut up i in reep nn en n 
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5 © and appreciate truth only ; and not to Taffer themſelves to be inflaved to the 
* opinions of the ancients, if they be erroneous.” Fuſtinu: Martyr, Apol. Il. 


J Theſe abſurdities and contradictions with many others follow evidently 


** the doctrine of A enicrion. I beg leave to mention in this place 
arguments, which | 


'A demonſtration, that frau 


by 
O OO 


on ir ce; 


bility be demonſtrated, Shew me the proofs of this pre- 


may I not anſwer with confiderice, that reaſon and ex- 


bali? Does not reaſon, for inſtance, allure me 5 


; | truth—1 mean our ſenſes and our undenftanding? Do 
| 1 2 à few" controverted/: texts'of the ſcripture make infal- 
N Übility as evident to reaſon, as it is plain to the moſt or- 


Should it be ſaid, det eeslbe telle me to ſubmit to an x 


2 160 


of different places at the ſame time; that whiteneſs can- 


os" 


Hops not reaſon ie me. with! greater evidence; ats, 
creature is to be invocated, and honoured with tre- 
ligious worſhip; that public ſervice ought. nat to be per- 
formed: in an unknown language; that. the beloved e 
vants and friends of God will nat be Puniſhed- after 
death in the flames of purgatory; that there is zo com- 
mon ſtorehouſe; in which are laid up the ſuperfluons' | 
merits of the ſaints, to be drawn from thence by the pope, 
and applied, as he thinks proper, to the benefit of the 
living and the dead! — Such to me is the language of. 
reaſon; 'which-was never yet rejecteil with impunity—: 
She will be heard ſne mult. be reſpeted—her claim 
ta our reverence and attention ariſes from the ſuperiority: 
of her counſels to thoſe of fellom mortals: Every hu- 
man being muſt liſten to her voice, or ceaſe to be rar 
tiaal. Created for us; andi acting within us, ſhe ſpeaks 
to us ade the manner beſt ſuited to our ſeveral charac- _ 
ters, abilities, and duties Becoming all to all, ſhe ad- 
dreſſes herfelf-with gentleneſs to ſome, and with energy 
to: others: but when paſſions are ſilent, and prejudice. . 
3 ſuſpended, her language muſt ever be the language of 
7 wee eee 8 e can never be at * 


gh & ; 


tion + yr 5 ly The firſt is cls. «7 
10 fontigion x wreck had ATE art chr and paid the ſame i, 91 
«© adoration to the holy ſacrament, yok Roman catholics Ger do, is it not pro- 
„bahle, nay is er evident, that this tenet a practice would have been 
4 urge Aby %he the catholi Bo avs the 85 1 an inconteſtible proof of 
2 Fi — of Chriſt? 25 5 argu 1 however, was never alledged by 
e of the numerous and learned doctors during the Arian controverſy. 
nvincing at that ago am argument was pee Again, Is it 

1 e e heathen writers among their many c 
WF at the agent, en ue 1 pas them the — 7 
id in wg"; à bit of bread, in: erte, their God in gold and ſilver 


* es p ce on belief of the church given ny r 8 

” SN. 10 1 Date il to add moreover, that't 15 . 
of ide eon council of Nice expreſaly confirm the opinion that Chriſt = 
5 in, branes. is not fleſh and blood: how therefore can bread and wine be chang 7 


if they become fleſh and blood # * See L. Abbe Cones Nies 2 
Wen 15 % F HISTORY SU FP 2, 
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. the Mö Wien religion muſt days: be the 


beſt. Vou remain Roman catholies, becauſe you think 
your reaſon tells you, that yours alone is the true church 


_ of: Ohriſt. Vou think k rea ſonable to believe that at 
_ theſe Words, 1e. Thiswis my body,” pronounced by a 
prieſt, a bit of bread is changed into the true natural 
= body of Jeſus Chriſt, and is to be adored as the eternal 
God; becauſe your reaſon convinces you; that Ghriſt 
ſpoke theſe words in a litenal ſenſi; and becauſe your 
Church undetſtands them in this manher. But when 
reaſon aſſures me, Ithat {innumerable arguments evince 
their meaning to be ,gguratiue; am I not bound to open 
my mind to the light of conviction, and diſcard the in- 
fallibility, which inforces TY: abſurdities of the e 
opinien ???? Sie 63.4441 Run. gif 
If from reaſon you nh to revelation. the plea to 
infallibility will be found equally unſupported. Vou 
will tell me, | doubtleſs,” that the ancient fathers unani- 
mouſly' interpret ſome ſcriptural paſſages in this ſenſe. 
But. I apprehend, that upon inquiry, ſuch an aſſertion 
Would appear very hazarded indeed. Let an impartial. 
man cad che Fathers upon this, and ſome other ſubjects, 
and I will defy him to declare, that he has met with 
this boaſted" nniforniity among them,” But! the catholic” \ 
Church has decrced ſuch to be the meaning :of the fa- 
_ thers;” and every chriſtian is bound to acquieſce in her 
deciſions. So that in fact, the whole argument comes 
t ils. The church, is infallible, becauſe her infalli-. 
bility is gathered from ſeripture by the unantmous con- 
ſent of the fathers; and this unanimous conſent of ithe- 
- fathiees'is afferted; and eftabliſhed by the, very infallible; 
e which in tho firſt inſtance it was allelged-to 
demonſtrate. Or in other words, the church of Rome is, 
_ infallible, Pecado ſhe herſelf has ſo determined: Here 
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s a cirele of falſe reaſoning, out of which no advocate 


for infallibility can ever extrieate himſelf to my ſatisfac- 
faction. It is an old and hackneyed argument, but not 
leſs concluſive on that account. 

As to the few ſcriptural texts, which ſeem to counte- 
nance infallibility, they appeared no longer concluſive, 


than I refuſed: to examine them. The divine author of - 


+ the chriſtian religion promiſed, it is true, to teach his di- 
ciples all truih (John 14, 15, 16.) and he undoubtedly 
did ſo. But where did he ſo far inſure the faith of their 
- ſucceſſors, whether preſpyters, biſhops, or popes, as to 

ſecure them from building wood, hay, and fubble upon 


the foundations of the goſpel? Does not St. Paul pro- 


nounce that ſuch would actually be the caſe? (1 Cor. 


ili. 12.) He promiſed to be with his diſeiples to the end 


It is very remarkable, that all Roman catholics are bound to admit an in- 
fallible authority, yet few of them agree where, or in whom it refides. . Some, 
nay almoſt all the old ſehoolmen have taught the infallibility of the pope. But 
ſome popes, viz. Liberius Honorius, John 22, &c. having unfortunately ſub- 
{cribed heretical opinions, this doctrine is at preſent almoſt out of date. Some 
place infallibility:in a general council.” Others in the pope and the council 
received by the whole church. But when all is faid, that poſſibly.can be ſaid, 
the pope muſt be acknowledged by cbxz///ent Roman catholics as the ſole de- 
poſitary of infallibility. For fince the council of Trent, it is unanimouſly. 
taught in all Roman catholig churches, that a council can decree nothing witk= 


_ *Gutthe aſſent of the pope ; that he alone has a right to interpret the council 


* 
- 


and explain its deciſions ; and that thoſe tenets only are of faitb, which he de- 


termines to be ſo, Thus it is evident, that infallibility reſts ultimately with 
the pope. The council declares the meaning of ſame paſſage in ſcripture, or 
of ſome, point of tradition, and then the pope pronounces infallibly upon the 
ſenſe of this declaration. This ultimate deciſion of the pope is ſuppoſed to be 
inſpited by the ſpirit of God. But is the chriſtian, who has no means of coming 
to the knowledge of this deciſion but by reading it, or hearing it read, equally 
Necuted from error by the ſpirit of God ? If he be, then' no private Roman 
catholic can eyer miſapprehend the meaning of any tenet ; and of conſequence, 
he is as infallible as the pope himſelf with regard to the right apprehenſion of 
any religious truth. If he be not ſecured from error, then he may ag well build 
his faith upon the words of ſcripture, which he is certain was written by divine 


inſpiration, -A chriſtian, therefore, may miſtake the words of a pope, When 


che hears, or reads them, as eaſily as he can miſtake the words of ſcriptute, 
therefore, not content himſelf with what all parties agree to be the word 


Why, | 

"of Goa : in humble confidence, that if he read, or hear it with due attention, 
Ailigence and fincerity, he will be as effectually ſecured from any dangerous 
error, as if he had read, or heard the formu A, of faich publiſhed by Pope. _ 
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(Matt. Sis e eee FOR 
5 with hils Lea by his protection, by his grace, by the 
* lights he communieates to her; by che ſtrength which he 
'/ - Exerts in ſupporting her apainft violence and temptation, 
But cannot he be with his: church without rendering ber 
infallible? Is he not with eyery juſt mani? Vet who 
be hence infer, that ſuch «mans ſecured fromm every 


error, beyond a pofſibillty of being at any time dec ived-· 


Beſides, why ſhduld tue preſence of Chriſt render be 


* Etreh infallible, rather than im petcable? Are not vice 
and error equally inherent in the” cbrruption of man?; 

"ab not che former as formidable an enemy to religion, as 
the latter? Is not the chriſtian ſyſtem as perfectly calcu- 
Hated to make us good men, as orthodox” believers? 
Would not the church be equally overthrown, Iod 
either of theſe evils become uiverſal? Why then Was 
t not as neceſſary. to Tecure Yer againſt the one as the 
tber! ? But the fact is, neither partial} Vice nor partial 
Error deſtroys the foundations of the chriſtian religion, 
55 therefore it was üntlecellary te fene againſt either. 
de That the gates of hell, or rather of death as che 7 

' wha Hades manifeftly imports) '* ſhall never prevail 

© neainſt the chriſtian ehyrch,” (lach, Ni, 18.) is am 
be were of my belief, as Well as of yours. But the ob- 
Vous meaning of "Chriſt's protfife is ohly "this; «That 
iT neither the ſubtlety. of infernal lpirits, nor che paſſions ; 
debt men, nor the violence of bdth, Thall ever ſucceed in 
t* overturning Bis Tan Which he has been pleafed 
. annex eee, However r feeble and difordered 


<< cnever__ overcome Her.” "the Sal} then only ceaſe th 
Re * exit, hen time thatl be no mog. The text, there- 
fore; thows not Ven infinite, chat ene ehriſtian © ürch 
* bold never en any articles beſides ſuch as are un. 
ä RR A + | damental 


Vw + 


. e Welte; 
ef ch mfHaHE Mbuld Het eld out many erronebus opi- 
mnmions as terms of commüfion to the reſt öf the faithful. 
Againſt theſe grem and +ſſentivl tenets, expreſſed in the 
 * apoſtles eteed, and adopted through every age by the 
moeſt numerous Body of chriſtians, the gater of death, r 


Ee bell, will nin prevail, The enemy tay 'fow weeds 


and tares among thisheavenly grain; he may build ftrub- 
ttures of ſtraw upon theſe unſnhaken foundations; the ig- 
norance and paflions of mankind may exhale around 
them ſome noxious vapours of ſuperſtition and imtnora- 
lity; but they ill ever retain faffcient night to conduct 
_ each upright\and pious believer to All page e 
anne ys falvation depends 
OW! limits within which Imeun to reſtrain 


0 ee Seb ue 6. dwell any longer on this frut- r. 


ful argument. The little I have fad, could not, with - 
any propriety be omitted. It is impoſſible to apologize 
for deſerting old opinions without ſnghely mentionffig 
tthe reuſons that preve them to be Sreundlefßs. I Hall 
only beg your attention to one more derer this 
7 Plea to/infallibility, and I have done. 15 1 e 
Every perſon, who is But tnoitiaely bene, ug with 
the hiſtory of the church, muſt huve remarked, that at 
ſome periods af time; ſeverulꝰ points of doctrine were de · 

_ tHned.as' belohging to faith; which at others were Jebatttd 


* 'Fhe-widrles, Which; I habe ehiy mage edu this; e ”__ 1 
Ing 5 


| 125 2he ee ere. ofgfhantw'fafe way to yo Wiltram'C 
tary ah 5 ef 5 — 115 
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Fins de ſacvaluento ebam. Defenſe 1. ta reformation, 
Claude, {bag Hires —— on of "prof fee. 5 8 
With all the attention I uBAHe of, - nd Zeſpecidlty to 
which Mr. Locke: .nounces the maſter- piece of yerng Teese 8 
chriſtian, who deſires to find the great truths of the 4 defiyered in their 
genuine ſimplicity, ſupported attorſhing \pawers , ing, and-effectu- 
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by many ancient writers, and centuries were requiſite to 


3 ſettle this practice in its preſent, form. The learned 8 
. <Alcuin, who, lived in the court; of Charlemagne during 


che ninth century. tells us expreGly f, e, that ſome ſaid 
Le it Was ſufficient to confeſs our fins to God alone.“ 
In a ver) ancient ant authentic copy of the Penitedtial - 


I. * Theodore, archbiſhop of Canterbury, who died in 


690, which archbiſhop Uſher: ſays he tranſcribed in Sir 


-Robert Cotton! 8 12 wht 4. Me: 2 7 with thoſe, vey” 


EF 2 made tor God ins, if 1 . Land again, | 
te Learned men think differently upon this matter, be- 
5 "66 cauſe the doctors ſeem to have net various and 


4e almoſt oppoſite opinions upon it. The great cano- 


2 5 niſt Gratian, who wrote the Gloſſh, or comment upon 
the, famous \Degretals,, ſpeaks very explicitly upon the 
D matter in eden e dome maintain, ſays he, that 


5 See this particular clearly and learnedly demanſtrated by Dr. Burnet in 
is very ingenious tre eatil t de... ati mor tiorum et tefurgentiumn,' cap. 10. It 
Was likewiſe ti opinion of almoſt all the primitive fathers, that the 


ouls of good 5. did 25 enjoy the beatific viſion previous to the general re- 


Lurtectten, 5 e sten, a Roman catholic divine, cites St. Irenæus, Ter- 
tullian, Origen, Chryſoſtom, Theodoret, Qcumenius,: Theophylact, Ambroſe, 
Clemens Romanus, and St. Bernard, ag adygcates; for this dòctrine (Defenſ. 
a FF 21 1 2 ih howeyergag Sbaderpned as heretical 1225 
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"ppinion, that alter, F 

ill reign a thouſand, years with his ſaints upon earth, 

vag maintained as an article of the catholic lic faith. by al- TY 

2 moſt every father, ho lived. immediately y after the times 
of the apoſtles . This doctrine the Roman church 

5 lege heretical at preſent: The neceſſity. and divine in- 

Kitarion of auricular confeſſion, now principal points of 
Roman catholic faith, were diſcuſſed, with great freedom 


* 


Fils 


— 


. 2 preter maintain, that confeſſion 


4 


« forgiveneſs of fins! may be -obtailied without any 
<.confeſfion ' made to the church, or ac prieſt. Hel 
ee cites; St. Ambroſe, Auſtin, 2nd Chryſoſtem, a 
patronizing this opinion. We have little reaſon; theres 
fore, to be ſurpriaed at hat iMaldonatus the Jeſuit tells 
us *; © That all the canoniſts following their firſt inten- 
Was introduced by 


c eccleſiaſtical inſtitution; which opinion,” continues 
; he; . is now ſufficiently declared to be heretical by the: 
church.“ During the ſame deplorable ra of ſuper- 
ſtition and ignorance, „an ra,“ ſays. Sigonius , and: 
other Roman catholic kiſtorians, 64 ſurpaſſing the darkeſt: 
c and moſt profligate ages of antiquity, as well by Fw: . 
e infamy of its princes, as the madneſs. of the people, 
When the lender ſtock. of knowledge poſſeſſed by the 
clergy: was employed in compiling the moſt contemptible 
. legends, or involving the plain meaning of the ſerip⸗ | 
tures in the clouds of allegory, and the jargon. of the 


ſicqhools; ; when biſhops. fat as judges at councils, who» 


were unable to write their own names 4; when the lamp: 
of ſcience was nearly extinguiſhed in the weſtern em- 


pire, and the extravagande of a tenet way, its beſt recom» 


mendation to the credulous multitude; at this woekul, | 
period. of the degradation of reaſon and prevalence of, 
vice, the nature of Chriſt's preſence, in tlie. Euchariſt, 
began firſt to be agitated. Tbe term tranſubſtantiation, 

was yet unknown to the catholic church. An obſcure, 
5 biſhop $, Who lived eleven bundred years, after the time, 

of the apoſtlesz was the inventar of this myſterjous 
Word, which has proved for ſeyeral centuries 1 the, telt 

+ une een ſome , Hrs and the. fond 3 to, 


* Difout, d. de CY de Conte © caß 5 1 Lib 6. Ue Regno tali. 
+ See Nouv. Traite de diplom. tom. f.. Par deux . "Wi 
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. 3 . na-artigls:of N 
den pier to- the cnuncil of Lateran hald in sas 
Scotus aſſures us N. ee towards: che beginning of 
dhe inch century; that Paſchaſuis Radbertus, ft a 


Y mionk, then abhot of Corbie, publiſlieck his treatiſe upon 

the corporal preſence of Chrift in the Euchariſt; and as Bel- 
larmin tells us, wh the + firſt who wrote ſeriouſly, and 
copiouſſy eoncerping- it F. This, monk, however, 


15 informs us himſelf, that Bis Gecttine was by no means 
wnitierſal or ſettled. In his letter to Frudegardus, ſpeak- 


| ing of the corporal pteſence, + Yowqueſtiqn me, ſays 


he, upon a ſubjeR, about which many are doubtful.” 
3 this is ſo very evident, that Rabagus Maurus, who is 


ſtiled by Baronius the brigbie luminary of Germany, 


about. the year 84% wrote expreſely againſt the novelty 


of this doctrine, in a letter to Heribaldus; biſnog ' of 
Aitzerres: he tells him, that és ſame of eee A 


_ ® Paſchaſius'and his diſciples): not having a right notion 
2 of the ſacrament of the body and blood of our e 


© faid that this is the body and blood of our Lord, which 


40 was born of the virgin Mary, and in which our Lord 


1 */fuffered- uport' the croſs, and roſe from the dead; 


4 which error?” continues he, ve have oppoſed with 


t all our might. I could ſhew you further with what 
zeal, and erudition this growing error was confuted by 
Sther famous men; who lived in that century, and æſpe-— 
cially by Ratramus, or Bertram, employed expreſsſy by 
Oburles the Bald to oppoſe it! His work: is ſtill extant, 
and roved to be genuine by the learned Mäbillon. 
us we ſee, that the doArine” of che chrual preſence; 
_ was no{eoner/openty maintained, than enen 1 


celebrated deer: of the MILE: FX. mr 
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C 


out” inet any ſuſpicion of 152530 as theit Y 


ponsts. A convincing proof that, at the period am 


ſpeaking of, it was regarded merely as matter of opi- : 


nion. And ſuch, in fact, it continued to be for two 
hundred years; when ſo extravagant a. cenſure was 


| paſſid upon thoſe who denied it, by pope Nicholas and 
z council aſſembled at Rome, that unls/5, as the com- 


ment upon the canon law cautions us, <* we interpret it 


ein a ſound ſenſe, we ſhall fall into greater 299 4 thank = 


« than that of Berengarius himſelf 4. 


What I have hitherto ſaid, was meant only to con- 
vince you, that the Roman church regards ſome doc- 


trines, at preſent, as articles of faith, which for many 
ages were debated as matters of opinion. Now from 


this fact once admitted, an argument ariſes againſt the 
| Hſtem of infallibilty, to which I could never diſcover a 
ſatisfactory anſwer. For it muſt be granted, theſe doc- 
trines were delivered by Jeſus Chriſt and his apoſtles as 
' eſſential, or not eſſential. If the firſt be ſaid, then it is 
evident, that the church has forfeited her claim to infal- 
libility by omitting for many ages to teach doctrines as 
eſſential, which Chriſt and his apoſtles delivered as ſuch. 
If they were not delivered as 2fſential, what are we to 
think of that church's infallibility, which. inforces doc- 
trines as neceſſary and eſſential; which the author of 
chriſtianity did not teach, nor ſhe · herſelf, for many cen- 
turies, conceive to be ſo! To ſuch dilemmas are the 
advocates of this ſyſtem reduced. In order to maintain 
an uniformity, and catholicity of opinion, they imagine 
it neceffary to erect an infallible tribunal. But do-they: 
reflect that ſuch an-uniformity is entirely chimerical, and 
| that every ſolemn decifion of this tribunal overthrows | 


- | Gl dot amen er po f. rern 


4 cup, "Whig. 


esse 
WSN od ng, 
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the abity it was meant to eſtabliſh ? For b is it poflible 

for a church to be one in point of doctrine, which be- 

 lieves to-day as an article of her faith, wit ſhe . 
cConceived to be matter of opinion. 

It follows, moreover, from admitting Sack a living 
authority, that the number of neceſſary tenets muſt in- 
creaſe, as deciſions are multiplied. It will be in the 
power of biſhops and councils to frame new articles. of 
faith, by deciding ultimately upon freſh. matters of diſ- 
pute, whether important or not; whether countenanced 
thy the ſcriptures or otherwiſe. What was not a doc- 

trinal point | yeſterday, may be ſo to-day. Every age 
i. - will give birth to new tenets, and thus inſtead of an 
Auniformity of teſtimony, conſtant variety muſt forever 
take place, to the no ſmall confuſion and prejudice of 
our belief. The preaching of Jeſus and his apoſtles, ſo 
far from being the rule of falih to ſucceeding ages, will 
be regarded only as the imperfect draught of a reli- 
gion, which looks for perfection from human decrees. 
Hor the church muſt poſſeſs, the ſame authority for ages 
do come, as ſhe has enjoyed in thoſe that are paſſed; ſo 

3 that, if as opinions become faſhionable, , ſhe be autho- 

tired to erect them into articles / faith, as has fre- 

| Tc + quently been the caſe; your creed, perhaps, is ſtill in 
nn its infancy, and "Wo belief of ſucceeding ages ſwelled 
 -with the additions of ſome future pope Pius, may be as 
Aafferent from yours, as is that of the primitive chriſ- 

J apoſtles. Under the ſpecious pretext of recur- 

ling to a living judge, in order to fix the principles of 

bo0dur faith, theſe divines render it ſtill more wavering and 
uncertain. They are perpetually introducing a ſucceſ- 

_ Gon of opinions into the ſ yſtem of religion, as, unſettled 

as the fancies that produced them, as doubtful as the 

2 * — ä as various as the imagi- 


2 8 * 5 i : | | | 5 nations 


7 


i 330 
nations of thoſe OE "FOR embelliſhed 8 am as tran- 


ſient as time which gave them birth, and will, e | 


| or later, put a period to their exiſtence. Ws 


> 
i 5 


After what has been ſaid, it would be needleſs to Song 
belies you my . profeſſion of faith. By relinquiſhing 
opinions, which I have ſtriven in vain to reconcile to 
reaſon, or revelation, I truſt, I ceaſe not to be a cbrif- 
tian and a catholic: Both theſe appellations belong ſurely 
to the man, who believes, and profeſſes, as I ſolemnly 
do, every point of chriſtian faith, which at all times, 
and in all places has conſtituted the creed of all orthodox 
_ believers*,, This univerſal chriſtian catholic faith is de- 
livered compendioully i in the apoſtles creed: whoever 
ſubſcribes to this in its full extent; muſt be a member of 


* catholic church Wh "The apes, or their imme 


e. 


4 „ i FRET 4 
A We eſt verus et 3 catholicus. qui in fide Gaus et Nan perma- 
nens, —— univerſaliter antiguitus ecclefiam catholicam tenuiſſe cogno- 
verit, 1d ſolum ſibi tenendum, enn e Vine. W Com- 


mon. c. 25. 


+ It will here be objected by many, that if we als the apoſtles creed in - 


5 tes fell extent, we muſt believe in the holy catholic chureh with the ſame 


aſſent of faith with which we believe /7 God the Father, i» God the Son, and 


In God the Holy Ghoſt; and that conſequently. we declare our implicit ſub- 


miſſion to all the deciſions of this church. This argument is as fallacious as 
it is common and impoſing ; the moſt authentic catechiſm of the Roman 
church entirely overthrows it. The catechiſm of the council of Trent has 
theſe remarkable words, with which few religious inftruQtors ſeem to be ac- 
quainted; It is therefore neceſſary to believe, that there is one holy and 
$6 catholic church: for we fo believe the three perſons of the trinity, the Fa- 
&« ther, and the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, that In them we place our faith; 


e but now the form of ſpeaking | being altered, we profeſs to believe the holy 


&« church, but not to believe in it; that by this different mode of expreſſion, 
God the maker of all things may be diſtinguiſhed from creatures.” I think 


this paſſage, if well conſidered, might contribute much to finiſh all controver- 


ſies between us. It behoves every chriſtian therefore to pay it ſome attention, 
We are taught by it from the apoſtles creed, which we bot 


holy trinity we are taught zo place our faith, but only to believe, that there 

fr one holy. and catholic church ; and the reaſon alledged for this difference in 

our belief is moſt ſtrong and unanſwerable : for the whole body of the church 

conſiſting of mortal men, who are all creatures; if we ſhould believe 7x the 

N as We 19 8 in che bleſſed 3 we WN make a ſufficient 
E 2 N 


gi TOO 


5 


admit, to believe 
in God the Father, in God the Son, and in God the Holy Ghoſt. In this 


— . — 


ho 


. 


1 3 ) 5 bog 
1 tn, in drawing up no other profeſion .of 
faith, diſcovered clearly what they intended ſhould be 
the belief of their diſciples, By adhering ſolely to this 
uvnivenſal belief, which alone poſſeſſes the ſanction of 
all times, all places, and all churches, no man can be 
ſaid to embrace a new religion, however he may diſcard 


ſeme doctrines, which at different periods of time have 


been engrafted upon the old one; eſpecially if he diſ- 
cover, after mature inveſtigation, that theſe doctrines 
were unknown to the beſt ages of the church, were 
conceived originally in ignorance, foſtered by ae 
tion, ſupported by pious. forgeries, adopted by worldly 
policy, propagated by artifice, and enforced by all the 
power that ſpiritual tyranny could exert. If you aſæ 
me. therefore, to what church I now belong, my an- 
_ ſwer is to the chriſtian catholic church. Of that ſociety 
of chriſtians I profeſs myſelf a member, who adopt the 
holy ſeripture for the ſole ſtandard of their belief: the 
proteſtant churches in general know no other rule; 
ſome ſhades of difference may ſubſiſt in their public 
litu rgies, and ſpeculatiyc diſquiſitions; but among none 
of the principal branches of the reformed churches are 
the latter obtruded as articles of faith, or the former 
found repugnant to reaſon or morality. Through the 
ſame divine Mediator they worſhip the ſame God; and 
from the ſufferings and merits of the ſame Redeemer, 


| * expect forgiveneſs of their ſins and happineſs 10 


eyermore. In this country, where the chriſtian only is 
the eſtabliſned religion, where: teſts and ubſcriptions 
are un known, where refined ſpeculations are not likely 
„ene betaweent God and bis creatures. This is the LS rational 7 


trine of your church's ee pee if the ys -f - who have the care of your ſouls, 
do not diſtinctiy inſtruct you in it, but ſuffer you to remain in an erroneous 


notion, that ydu are to Gelieve in the bo e church, ORGAN | val 
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1 the amplicity or interrupt the harmony of 
the goſpel; I look forward with rapture to that auſpi · 
Cious day, hen proteſtants opening their eyes upon 


their mutual agreement in all the 2//entials of belief, will 


forget paſt animoſities and ceaſe to regard each other as 


of different communions, Perhaps, at ee eee 


riod, Roman catholics alſo may awaks from their pre- 
Judices, and, diſregarding the menac ; of blind zeal or 
ignorance, - may begin to think for themſelves, throw 


off the galling yoke of old European prepoſſeſſions, and 
Anite cordially in reſtoring primitive ſimplicity both in 


morals and belief. To indulge in theſe ideas, may, 
| perhaps, be extravagant; but to a mind of ſenſibility, 
at muſt ſurely. be delightful. . My religion, therefore, is 


that of the bible; whatever that ſacred book propoſes as 5 
an object of my faith, or a rule of my conduct, was.in- 
ſpired by the unerring Spirit of God, and for that e 4 


1 55 it with all the faculties of my ſoul. 
Foour religion is the doctrine of the council of Tre 7 
mime: the plain truths delivered in the ſcriptures, Yau 
ſhelter yourſelves under the deciſions of a tribunal, which 
you believe to be infallible: I rely ſolely upon the autho- 
: jar of God's word; which, as St. Chryſoſtom aſſures 


us, . expounds itſelf, and does not ſuffer the reader to 
ce err *. Vu think it neceſſary to recur to unwritten 


5 tradition; but N muſt demand with St. Cyprian, 


\ 


e whence haye you that tradition? comes it from the 


e authority of the Lord. and of the goſpel, or from the 


** commanded in the goſpel, or contained in the epiſtles 


* ' or alis of the apoſiles, then let us obſerye d 40 


— 


1 5 ». u in Genefun, 


1 . of the apoſtles? for God teſtifies, that we | 
are to do. thoſe things that are written, &c. if it be 


«him i 


= * Aline and holy 1 „ You deem the ſerip- 
tures deficient and obſcure; © I am ſatisfied with the 
things that are written; becauſe all is written that the 

2 0 writers thought ſufficient for faith and morality + Pts 

5 aſk, moreover, with St. Hilary f, „ where is this 

* Ae where is this obſcurity? In the word of 1 
pe continues he, © all things are full and perfect. 
* 3s coming from a full and perfect being“  You're- 

gquire the ſanction of the churck to ſtamp the truth of 
euch article of youf creed: I am eontent to acquieſcetin 
{that authority, to which alone St. Auſtin and Chry- 

ſoſtom refer us, in order to diſcover, which is the true 

Church of Chrifth. In a word, you believe many articles 

5 ; as eſſential to ſalvation, of which no mention is made in 

> "the bible; whereas I am convinced, that whoever be- 

. Hieves and practices what he diſcovers there, will e 
with every moral and religious obligation; and riſe to as 
high an excellency of character, as the exertions of our 
imperfect nature can reach. Such is the religion, which 
After a long, and, as I truft, //ncere deliberation, I have 
ultimately choſen. Every day convinces me, that T have 
choſen wiſely. It i is the religion of an Uſher, a Wilfon, . 
an” Hoadly, and a Newton, and of innumerable other | 

wWorthies, whoſe admirable writings, and chriſtian lives, 
haye been unanſwerable apologies for the principles they 
pProfeſſed. This will T ever profeſs; according to this, 
through God's grace, will I endeavour” to regulate 
tte tenor of my conduct. Upon this will T ſtake my 
"+ - happineſsfor eternity. This will Tinculcate into thoſe, 
. whom 2 may at mY time place under my di- 
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| i 3:and for 8 if. circumſiancevif@quld re require Fn 75 
=. + Þhope.l ſhould be willing to lay down my lifſde. 
And now, my fellow. chriſtians, I muſt take my leave 


of you. Some of you, perhaps, will; believe me, when 


I aſſure them that I do it with very painful regret. The 
many civilties, which I experienced during my, reſidence 
among you, have made a ſtrong and laſting impreſſion 


on my mind. 1 truſt no alteration in my religious 


opinions will be ever able to efface it. Convinced by 


reaſon, and taught by revelation, that true and genuine 


a religion conſiſts more in perfect union of heart, than en- 


_ tire conformity of opinion, I ſhall ſtill deem it my duty 


to cheriſh the ſentiments of gratitude, eſteem, and cha- 
rity, which the worth and behaviour of ſeveral charac- 
ters among you firſt excited in my breaſt. To the laſt 


of theſe moreover you are entitled as fellow men and 


Fd 


fellow-chriftians. Sentiments like theſe coming from a 


ſuppoſed enemy, and an obſcure individual, will pro- 


bably be conſidered by many with contempt or indif- 


ference, They who cannot diſcriminate between the 
perſonal merit, and the ſpeculative opinions of men, 


will certainly rate them very low. But to perſons 


truly candid and ſincere themſelves, ſuch affections can 


never appear leſs acceptable for being cheriſhed by a 


man, who, without any proſpect of emolument, or 


promiſe of attention from the communion he embraces, 


has facrificed a certain and comfortable ſubſiſtence, ' and 

hazarded a tolerable character amongſt his neareft con- 
nexions, rather than incur the reproaches of his o.] n 

mind, or the guilt of hypocriſy. Be this, however, 
as it may, it muſt ever prove a point of great import. 
ance to myſelf, not to loſe ſight of a commandment, 
Vhich by ſpecial preference our common Redeemer calls 


hies 


- © > 00s F * 4 1 3 7, 2 p 
z * K — 0 . 4 N * = 
10 8 > . wes > * — = : 4 . 4 
> ney % * y ; N 5 1 , 
I * . * * 5 * ” „ 
7 * 4 ” g b, — n * 
0 IN \ © So $ : 5 f f 5 
LAY $ 5 
x i 
; « 3 g iS 1 8 
* - . . , s # , : 
v ; 4 * 7 PRE 2 ; 2 1 4 7 
1 33 fa 2 —_ . - WA ” ; 1 1 7 N 7 
* 5 ; , 7 8 8 0 * f 3 4 
' : oy : 5 * ” N [2 er. . ; * 
* bs * 7 — 
” _ 1 1 : A. o 
£1 F , 2 8 7 : 
Bop C 3 ww ol P : * 8 * A 4 MN 5 : 6 7 
| L A -4 3 ! N ON FR. 9 Thy, 3 4 * £ * wy * * TRY 5 5-44 La 8 ”4 " Pu 1 * = 5 
— 1 3 W ee d * Lo * * N 8.ꝗ 8 5 6 N „ * * * 80 93 ; ” N 
* 0 RD Bs ES 8 4 ” ( * 2 4% ö 
F PLD 1 N ; < N KF , * ; We —- 5 7 — Safe Yn ” * 
” . a : " : 8 * 2 * 8 f 5 Ale 1 " bY 4 
73 


pn 
. 
„ . 2 
t 3 
« 4 Wy. 
8 


5 * 3 2 
W = F : a * " 6 252 » - A * 4 5 * 1 ** 
4 . * 2 8 * — 5 * A ka bond + F ” J 


* * 
* = 
* 


> 
* 
* 
2 
» 
* 
* 
— 
* 
+ 
Wu 
. 
* 
* 
4 
1 
im 
7 
1 
_ 
F 
* 
* 
. 
+ 


: 
> 
i 
. * * 


Oo 
4 
L 
a 
a 
o 
2 
. 
9 5 
. 


F 
* 
* 


N 


3 q TY 
ST 4 ” * *. TW 3 5 bee N 
ee 1. 2 1 wt % — P 
" » a 5 3 * , ES — : * 1 * Fe : 
"i 5 5 of r ht ' - : 
q , « o * 
9 * . i * ** 7 * — 


A; 
2 
0 
*. 
FFF 
— 


* 

a 
2 
; 


, s & ; .-% v * Fu, 4 oY 
N i . * 55 1 A 
” 5 C © A - 
1 5 k N en N ; 1 ** 
— - * 
: L. 8 * 5 3 * » us 
* * 8 . £ % TY : . N 
1 * 0 2 Y 75 F ** 8 Fe * 
8 Me” #4 . * 1 y 
"| + d * Fd T > F 
— y af ; 4 3 5 * : "Well n 
3 1 : a "a. Hers 5 3 
* F < &, * n N * Ss 5 +2000 
to „ at ay | * 7 EIN 
* : g I 4 % A 
> — ns ; : | 3 * 
5 5 , * * n 
2 : 1 5 * F +> 2 * et. L 5 e N 
wy _ 4 2 * Fa * [- * 1 
: [na — a SES & 2 v 2 x 
# g Ju ELLE 3 ks F * £277 8 3 By 
9 5 . . ; 85 8 
B 8 7 F 
N 2 "FS 1 % * pf 2 1 « „ „ TR 0) f 
$-% * - q 
* 5 o ; N ” k may ; : . 
l 8 a. "44 : 5 * * 
4 - 4 5 * ; 
3 1 1 5 * E > : 's 
8 4 2 * 4 G s, * , a Ws 2 
5 - 4% 1 7.4 & - * 4 8 3 
, * i i 4 8.8 A £ 1 s af l \ 
- * a ; 
- 4 * & 4 4 N 8 5 * 1 A 4 oy 
2 N D 3 D $a N s e 3 1 3 6 b 1 8 ©. ? i 3 i * 3 
3 % E — 1 8 
2 % * 2 4 5 $ . ** * 
8 IL . * 5 F of 
- * # N 
4 W 72 a . 
l CIs 4 „ 2 : 4.2 FY 
We; qd web 5 3 - 4 4 * 
8 fo ; * Ws * : 5 
e 1 A 13 8 4 FAS v.75 4 5 I 
dy * 2 * 4 S | 1 ; N * 
N * £1 1 3 k — rr 0 
DN 8 og SL Tet oe in OG > | 
H \ _ 1 4 . - \ 4 * 
+ 3, 3 8 1 = x OE 33 % , 
n * 3 1+ wh 5 ' = N . Th 1 22 
4 * * 8 e . 7 
3 * Wk n , "os * *. „Ne EY Oy : 
OR 1 I # j 1. A Tm a *» \ £ 7 > 0 . 8 N N 1 4 N 1 Fs 4 
2 p Ve © Tv EY 2 CM . } Wen p & 3 
2 7 * - 42 "BY ds 4. * x 7 ur 2 41 33 yy 5% k 4 
7 AS *. * % * N * . . N 17 . 4 5 4 A 8 ad FFF 6 5 * 5 
8 e 0 nr a 3 | * , % K., N 3 7 ; I F * a ry . 4 
5 + brad a „ Fi — % * 7 . g a | . d 
#t ” SR * $54 3 —_ 15 * $ TSA SY 7 
= £ - *. ? . 1 8 f 
n * * \ » — » wo. 4 9 RE 1 c a 1 
= * * 1 03 
. — A : 7 
* yt imei hn 
” * * 1 
ES: | 
As 4 1 14 


7 . 


— 
- 


* T7 W's . WW s Pi 
wa 88 


I 2 5 . 
F . torr tin 


tht © 


1 
r 


